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fa Death Off Liaeier 



By RONALD J. LAWRENCE 
Of the Pcst-Olspatch Starr 

SECOND OF A SERIES 

Investigators seeking clues to the killer 
of Phillip J. Lucier on July 24, 1970, 
turned to hypnosis a few months later in 
an attempt to identify the man who 
placed a bomb in the Clayton telephone 
company executive’s car. 

They did not know about the swindle of 
a New Orleans gambling racketeer, 
Santo J. DiFatta, by three St. Louisans 
or their fear that the bomb was meant 
for them or their attorney. 

For years, authorities groped for a 
credible motive. They did not know that 
DiFatta had been making threats for the 
return of S2C0.000 at the time of the 
bombing. They did not have the informa- 
tion that now leads them to conclude that 
Lucier was a victim of mistaken identi- 
ty. 

But on the day of the bombing, 
investigators did have an eyewitness, an 
unusual factor in a kiliing of this kind. 
There was. however, no way of knowing 



that DiFatta was the man the eyewitnes 
has since positively identified. 

DiFatta says that although he now i 
the prime suspect in the death of Luciei 
he knows nothing of the events of July 2< 
1970. He did say, however, in an intei 
view with the Post-Dispatch in Nev 
Orleans, that he was angry at beinj 
swindled and wanted ”to get a gun am 
go up there (to St. Louts) and kill thos< 
thre'* guys." 

A stuiuge set of circumstances gavi 
authorities the eyewitness in the parkinf 
lot of the Pierre Laclede Center, and arc 
even stranger set placed Lucier the* ? or 
July 24, 1970. 

Shortly before noon that day, Lucie: 
and two associates in Continental Tele 
phone Co. in Clayton decided on the spur 
of the moment to have lunch at the St 
Louis Club in the nearby Pierre Lacledt 
Center at 7701 Forsyth Boulevard. 

Lucier was unaware, of course, that 
two of the swindlers had offices in the 
Pierre Laclede, as did Theodore F. 
Schwartz, the swindlers’ attorney and 
representative in several meetings with 
DiFatta. 

Nor was Lucier aware that his black 
Cadillac was similar in many respects to 
Schwartz’s black Lincoln Continental. 
Both were equipped vith mobile tele- 
phone antennas and both had four digit 
license numbers. 

Nor did Lucier know that Schwartz 
parked everyday in the same space on 
the lot and rarely left in his car for 
lunch. But this day was different. 

At 12:13 p.m., Lucier drove into the 
Pierre Laclede lot. It was full. He 
‘ noticed Schwartz about to back his car 
out of its slot and pulled back to wait. 

"I waved because we had met before," 
Schwartz recalled later. 

When Schwartz left, Lucier pulled into 
the space and Lucier and his two 
associates went in the building to lunch. 

About 25 minutes later, an out-of-town 
businessman drove into the crowded lot 
and noticed that the driver of a black 
Cadillac appeared to be ready to lea- ?. 
The businessman waited. 

"I saw a man in the ''river’s seat," he 
recalled. "The door of the car was open 
slightly and the man’s foot v.as outside, t- 
After a few minutes, 1 guessed the mnrj 
was waiting for someons. Then he loo!..' 
back (m me) for a glance, pulled his fact; 
inside. shut the door and sn: there." 

The businessman parked in another^ 
space. He walked past the Cadillac on 
his way to have lunch in the Pierre 
Laclede building. The man still was 
inside the car. 

"It never occurred to me to look 



closer; there was nothing suspicion," 
the businessman said. (Later, he re- 
called that the man in the Cadillac could 
have bcTn working with something under 
the dashboard.) 

In the restaurant, the businessman 
heard that there had been an explosion, 
and went fo the parking lot. As soon as 
he saw Lucier being removed from the 
shattered automobile, he realized that 




[J Fnor.l PA r»2 f ME 

t ‘oy v/.?3 : :t tt~t vt J ? h L:d 
seen inside thi car a short t ’me earlier. 

A bomb hod been connected to n fire 
box under C.2 dnsfib- vd, plice raid. 

Tho witners went to police immodi'TN 
ly. I!e furnished a ccr.^ra J drscnptlrn c f 
the non he b-’d r::n in the car, bet ru’d 
re CvUwted whether he ccv'd positively 
Identify Mm because there had been re 
reason to scrutinize Mm c’oscly. 

Meanwhile, a Chesterfield financial 
consultant, one of the men who had 
swindled DiFctto, returned to his office 
in the Pierre Laclede Dulldlng. Five 
years later, he told authorities that cn 
the afternoon Lector hod boon billed be 
had received a telephone call from 
DiFatta. DiFatta told him that the bomb 
had been meant fer someone involved in 
the swindle and demanded the return cf 

£f«'r£V ,00 .r $1:0 ’ CC0 ,n cash «nd 
5H0, CC0 In collator?! notes, the financial 

ar:ultant said. 

The consultant, a University City ac- 
countant and St. Louis Insurance man 
Benjamin D. Felnstein cf Rock Hill were 
principal figures in the swindle. Fein- 
stein refused to discuss hia role. The 
financial consultant and the accountant ' 
both agreed to execrate with the Test- 
Dispatch If they were granted anonym i- 
ty. Both expressed concern for their 
safety. 

After the bombing the latter two men 
and Schwartz, their attorney, nmed 
themselves and had burglar alarms 
installed in their cars. Schwartz recalled 
that someone had tried to break into Ms 
car a short time before ihe bombing cs it 
stood in the driveway of his Urivcrrity 
City heme. He had Ms car “bet-wired," 
so that If nn explosive device was 
attached to the wiring it would explode 
immediately. * 

Fcrcty-clght hour; after the bombing, 
the rcccur.ic.nt nr.d the financial c-rcul- 
turn sought out Howard ffc.i* rn 
agent for the Federal CttWOT U Invest!- 
ration. At a secret meeting In Purest 
Park, they told him they were certain 
the bomb had boon meant for them rr fer 
Schwartz. They told Kennedy that they 
had swindled DiFatta out cf f'CJ.CCO ?rd 
\that he v/ns making threats for the 
Jretum of his money. 

I The FBI denied Saturday that there 
Jhnd been such a meeting. An FBI 
/spokesman said that the swindlers did 
I convey some vague Information many 

I later. 
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Orleans that DiFatta had planned. As a " 
DiFatta in May 1370 had g 
In cash and $110, CCO V 
lers never ncani to:* 
VTO loan • 
JbhRUA'vl 
ofMoitreal, 



M«|t fci Sy&wriT, became concerned 
about the direction taken initially in the 
fu*to e 4«v*$H&aiton. (After tfxtmrahir.g, 
aom* Investigators tecculntcd that cc~ 
MJlofcrrfl crimo fnipht nave been ntrernnt- 
Ug (o’usd xdcierV edmpany far on 
Jllegal racing wire service end thai 
■ jticler bad been killed ivhen be resisted. 
fMs Idea has since been discuur.tel) 
Giordano, tht Post-Dispatch has been 
, got in touch with Carlos Marcello, 
w Orleans Mafia chicftnin. shortly 
ifter the bombing and told him to use his . 
nfluence to prevent further violence 
Giordano reportedly said that there 
jas “too much beat already.” 

For the first few weeks after tfie 
jembing, Di Falla pressed just as strong, 
y for the return of his mcr.ey. On July 
i7. three days after jLuaet’s death, the 
xcountant and the financial ccsn- uliart 
cmrned the $110,0.0 in col Mural nous 
1 DiFatta at a meeting here in nn 
ttempt to appease fiim. 

DiFatta told (he Post-Dispatch that he 
as- in Si; Louis an that day, b ut that his 
ttomey, George W. Gill Jr., \iwlild net 

hint* to attend the meeting at 
the notes were returned. The 
c accountant told the Post-Dispatch that fit 
•ibis meeting, "DiFatta indicated that 
J^be same thing could happen to you”’ 

•*- DiFatta told the Post-Dispatch (hat 
Jreipetime in August he retained Picker- 
lion's, Inc., here. "Something in my mind 
* told me to take a detective «Jong. To 
Jpioy It *afe. With thoje guys (the 
•swindlers) you do not know whom you’re 
rioting with. I had heard they would say 
Jf threatened them.” 

«. On Aug, 20, 1370, DiFatta, a Pinkerton 
Idgent end DiFatta’s new attorney, David 
•Levy, met with the two swindlers, 

•attorney Schwaru and Tampa, Fla.* 
Howyer, Henry Connies. 

**/JLevy read a statement in which he 
I demanded DIFaua’s 5150.GC0 in cash 
;#!thin six hours. The statement read in 



•cart: 

*.cr M Mr. DiFatta his a wife and children. 
•Your retaining 0! Mr. DiFattVs money 
« without just cause is hurting net only Mr. 
^DiFatta, but bis wife and children. Mr. 
^pIFatta does not like to see his family 
I hurt, so I am sure you would cot like to 
Ifce your family hurt, If you have any. 

** '♦Therefore. In order that you rectify 
^ this unpleasant situation, demand is 
jjjepeby made upon ynu for full payment 
• of $150,000 within six hours ... Are you nl 
I this time prepared to pay $150, CCOT* 
T^The swindlers were not prepared to 




^ld Connies he 



•yepay the $150,000. They could not, 
because they did not have it. Most cf it 
*l«dd been given to the mastermind of the 
•cw/cdic, Phillip M. Wilson, who bad told 
jHicm that ho would not return the 
2>acney. 

Wilson. a former St. Louisan who has 
.Usctn described by his associates as 
l ''•bfllUirt/* created a number of phony 
•tsxiheases. Including (to JkUiious Bark • 
Sark «n the Island cf Sark In the , 
Channel. Many cf his schemes 
Ijrrelved receiving large fees for ebtata- 
iibi’loani that he never produced. I!e 
*-»ow is Serving a 12-ycy prison sentence. 



to recall In detail the pnyrtni c.:c. v 
tfca cf th.a moa 1*2 raw ia Lucrr’s nr. ^ 
fev/ days later, be participated when a 
composite drawing was meds by Q 
Chicago police specialist, based on the 
Information the witness bad given under 
hypnosis. Cut the drawing did net lead to 
identification cf a possible suspect. 

The investigation of Luclcr’s death 
ground to a st;.ncfctl)l end DIFatta’a 
efforts to collect his money virtually 
cca*. /d until Miy 23, 1371, ultra he m.i;!e 
what he d : cnhrd to the Pe~!-r:i r patch 
asa - - 

He ceriimrnlcatcJ With flanking Cer- •, 
V3iS, an inveiti^ator fur New Orient 
District Alton. ey Jim tiarrism, asking 
that Gatri.un cat t adit e ti e swindlers (0 
lujw Orleans. thought with this kind cf 

E ressure 1 could get my mcr.ay back,** < 
iFaira told a reporter. 

•Unknown to DiFatta, Gervais was an 
undercover informant for the Govern- . 
mont, which was about to. prosecute 
Garrison and several police officials on 
charges of accepting bribes to protect 
gambling. The conversation between 
DiFatn rd Gerais v/ca recorded and n \ 
transcript later v/as miroduetd Into . • 
court. _ - 

* »i mp later. DiFatta was indict- 

• • • ’ 



v/as read, DiFatta went to see then 
Ur 1r d f tvrs AitOT-'y V'-'-Ml I 1 wf.*;t 
Jr. T « •! ”1 said F.: \ Di F^V h» i 

offi«*a to l:\*K 

"I'e v/as mad n hit,'* Parties told 
ihe Ftrt-Pi r a.itch. "V/e toM h s :a vre’re 
ret a r^' Lti 'n r^ar/.y. 1 heard 
what I i Ih N***v a 1 *J f! ?, 

went vi. lie wanted in to throw car 
\vcu:M ‘around 10 try lo C- t ,,t ' J noney 
hac<. b”t In \ cold rei hava made n very 
cret’i do rltr.oa'i in view uf hn bach- 
mind In New OxVans.’* 

Kenneth l\. H^neman, then cn essisl- 
ant n.S. attorney r.nd row in private la-.v 
pmc' 5 *■* vas rl l v e r* 
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tors in 1075 that someone bad made a 
remark at tbe meeting that If acticn 
vrora net taken in the DiFatta swindle 
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««« only jvitnc-n wj»dcr hyprosis by n ccrir.llon by .on oyewitposs.. 
tr.cdica! doaor. The doctor, it cpetfaH:t 
Jn memory recall, cold th;\t whatever is J 

; -Teen Is recede!- |fl >the subcnnscit iis 
7 mlcd p' % rmir.er.tly end th.nl hy; r.;sis na 
c Jrcdii up* any rauinnry. *> 

' o Cndct Lypt:jaj3,Xljr ivltr.ess was cMo 
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A bliUM u»**« . r .. . 

ed by a federal grand jury In New -j 
Orleans on charges of Interstate racke- \ 
leering In connection with ills New j 
Orleans pinball machine operatic*. Be 
pleaded guilty and was placed on two 
years’ probaticn. 

In 1973, at Garrison’s trial, BiFnttn 
testified as a government ritnjss llut ha 
had paid protection money of $100 a 
week for two years unlit 1343 to k 4 ipf«d 
aff about pinball m **>•«’« f raids. 

But ftiii r/> ptmecHm with (he Lacier 





killing surfaced in St. Louis. 

Five yean later, in 1975, the Bureau of 
Alcubol. Tox and Fimrms, which Inves- 
‘ ites bombings, and-fhe federal ~ 

I Crime Strike Force, 

.cw *11 unsolved bombings 
is. During this review, a $*,ur _ 
Posf-Dif?ntch, Information wa- 
DiFntta had beed suit 
[> of thn swindlers 
r lawyer, had offici 
Herre Laclede Building. . 

At that point, interviewing the swin- 
dlers was a routine Inquiry, llut wtr n 
tovc$ilgatora lathed to the accountant 
and the financial consultant they fo>»nd 
that the two had related the information 

* nlpAllM n«(l ikr. L» f.-» -> *rn In UftV 







